Introduction
Since the end of World War II more and more attention is paid to the question of (the protection of ) prisoners' rights. In 1956 the Belgian Director-General of the prison administration, Jean Dupréel, stated that imprisonment needed to be restricted to the deprivation of the 'liberty to come and go' and that prisoners should preserve all other fundamental rights, although only under certain strict conditions. 1 Internationally and on the European level, the recognition and protection of prisoners' rights were promoted too, through the drawing up and ratification of the 'Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners' (adopted on August Notwithstanding the abovementioned 'early' attention for prisoners' rights, it is only very recently that Belgium adopted formal (parliamentary) legislation on the (internal and external) legal position of prisoners. 2 3 This (new) legislative framework for the execution of prison sentences was not only considered to be a necessity because of the legitimacy crisis in which the penitentiary system had gradually fallen. There was also a legality crisis. In a speech, more than ten years ago, during a conference about the Oriëntatienota Strafbeleid en Gevangenisbeleid 4 He also pointed in the direction of the considerable amount of time that would probably be needed to realize all the reforms that were foreseen in the Oriëntatienota. Indeed, the task imposed on the justice system implied that "[…] this sector is taken straight away from the nineteenth to the twenty-first century" (translated from Dutch). 5 As for the execution of prison sentences the Oriëntatienota contained a good number of promising projects. A reform of conditional release was announced, the elaboration of a law containing the basic principles of imprisonment was
